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Foreword

Samurdhi (prosperity) is the national programme for poverty alleviation.
The programme is addressing the major problem of unemployment among
youth and poverty. The country faces a difficult task in generating productive
employment and income earning opportunities for a workforce which will
continue to grow faster than the growth of the total population. The programme
therefore is making a head way on broadening development horizon and
creating opportunities for income enhancement and employment.

The main thrust of the poverty reduction strategy as embodied in the
Samurdhi programme is to ensure the participation of the poor in the pro-
duction process. This is to be achieved through increasing the access of the
poor to resources for self employment, their health and nutritional status and
improving the rural infrastructure. Peoples participation has been considered
essential for a sustainable poverty alleviation programme. The policies of my
government have always reflected a high degree of concern for the general
well being of the population, and consistant efforts have been taken directly
or indirectly to help the poor and the under privileged.

The Samurdhi Programme is being implemented at village and family
levels using participatory development principles. All aspects of decision
making is devolved at the village level where the programme has been planned
and implemented by village level organisations for the last four years with
the active participation of the youth. ‘

Several of the programmes that have been implemented for the poor
are; Rural Infrastructure Development, Small Irrigation Rehabilitation, Com-
pulsory Savings, Credit Schemes, Samurdhi banks, Lotteries and many more.

The programme is being implemented under the guidance of Her
Excellency the president Chandrika Bankaranaike Kumaratunge. | am con-
fident that the programme will be successfully implemented for the benefit
of the poor.

Minister of Samurdhi Youth Affairs and Sports.
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poor auring ola age, 1or not having spent their past
. earnings wisely and methodically, and those who have
been destined to be poor for being disabled persons.
Majority of them can be relieved of poverty by providing
them with employment opportunities.

A nutrition level based measurement is used to measure
poverty. The existence of a strong link between malnu-
trition and poverty has been observedthrough the surveys
carried out in different countries. Children suffering from
malnutrition are found largely among poor families. Ac-
cording to the findings of a survey on nutrition, carried
out between 1980 - 82, 36% of pre-school children of
our country suffered from malnutrition. As a result their
growth too had been adversely affected. A survey
conducted by the Nutrition Policy Planning Division in
1993, has revealed, that the number of age wise under
weighing children were in the region of 35%.

A distinct differentiation, of the three different sections
of people; within the society, ie the unemployed, the
under employed and the poor is rather difficult. Most of
those who are unemployed are.not poor persons. In the
same way, there are poor people even among those who
are employed. Meanwhile, some of those who are
employed are not receiving a sufficient income for them
to fulfil their basic needs. Thus it would be seen that the
poor are engaged in occupations with marginally low
productivity, and that the actual earnings generated
through low productivity of labour would be gradually
reduced and those engaged in certain occupations tbo
will eventually fall into the category of the poor. '

According to available statistics, it is seen that poverty
is prevalent largely in rural areas and not in urban areas.
Most of the urban poor are those who migrated from
villages to towns. Those who come to the town from the

Several efforts have been made by successive govern-
ments from time to time, to find solutions to the problem
of poverty. The Ten Year Plan presented in the decade
of 1950 s, the five Year Plan presented in the decade
0f1970s, the Integrated Rural Development Programme
initiated in the 1980 s and the Janasaviya programme
presented in the latter part of the same decade can be
cited as positive steps taken in the direction of poverty
alleviation. Generating more employment opportunities
and minimizing unemployment and poverty through the
enhancement of the country's economic development
were the envisaged goals of all these programmes.

Introduction of employment and income generating op-
portunities with higher productivity, introduction of value
added new production opportunities, providing opportu-
nities to engage in production oriented activities by using
new and appropriate technology and providing access
to markets can be suggested as suitable steps that could
be taken to achieve these goals. ‘

The national programme presented by the present gov-
ernment in 1994 for eradication of poverty was the
Samurdhi programme. Providing solutions to unemploy-
ment which has become the gravest problem among the
youth, eradicating poverty in general, and mobilizing the
direct participation of youth in development are the main
objectives of this programme. Introduction of employ-
ment opportunities and sources of income generation,
with high productivity for the rapidly expanding labour
force, is not an easy task. However, this programme has
given prominence to rural infrastructure development,
upgrading of health and nutrition standards among the
rural people and the enhancement of access to oppor-
tunities for self employment among them, which are of

-much relevance to the objectives of this programme.




























































