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TO HON.
CHAIRMEN OF
ALL
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BANK
SOCIETIES
AND MAIN
SOCIETIES




leadership and dedicating yourselves to successfully facing the
moral challenge of sweeping away from the face of this earth, the
poverty faced by humanity in the new millennium which can ne
longer be ignored. Therefore, | cannot contemplate of another
occasion in my life which could bestow upon me, greater happi-
ness than addressing a group of community catalysts of your
calibre.

‘On the one hand, we are at the threshold of a new millennium,

embracing a cluster of hopes and anticipations. The reason for
this is that banking has acquired a host of great achievements,
no other living creature could ever achieve. Science and technol-
ogy has elevated man and his capabilities to such marvellous
and fruitful heights. The television, computer, internet and other
electronic media have brought mankind closer to one another.
They have chaperoned us to a global village. From another angle,
new banking systems and other international monetary institutes
have been able to reserve capital on giant scale. The capital and
the marker earlier limited to a village, to a region or to a country
have now been directed to a vast international market. Yet an-
other outcome of this is the rapid flow of the capital reserve to
various regions of the world. This process enhances develop-
ment.

Although the vast achievements before mentioned have been
aquired by humanity, we also hear of great pathos and tragedy
from a different perspective. It was reported that while the world
population had risen to six billion, three billion of these people live
below the poverty line, earning less than $ 02 US per diem. 1.3
billion of the world population live in absolute poverty. According
to UN reports, one out of every five people living in Developing
Countries such as Sri Lanka, goes to bed on an empty stomach.
One out of four people is denied basic health facilities. One out of
three does not have access to clean drinking water. One out of
four people does not have a roof over their heads. One out of five
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